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(5) Control of Stimulus
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Abstract

The Efficacy of Structural Linguistic and Verbal Behavior Approaches in
improving use of language of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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Sohaer Alghobashi
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This study compared the efficacy of structural linguistic intervention and verbal
behavior intervention to improve language use in a sample of six children with
autism spectrum disorder. The authors employed an experimental Method, a
single case study ABAC design, to assess the contribution of each of the two types
of intervention to improve use of language, in which the researchers subjected
each of the two corresponding children to the same experimental conditions, but
in a different order, in order to neutralize some variables that are not required.
The results show that: procedures based on verbal behavior intervention
demonstrated significantly higher rates of use of language than structural
Linguistic language intervention, based on three criteria: (1) the number of times
use of language occurred in an interaction situation, (2) the sum of sounds and
words used, and (3) the improvement of use of language skills. The pattern of the
preceding three criteria revealed that these rates are mostly due to three
components related to the verbal behavioral intervention, namely (a) the nature of
the targeted skill, (b) the child's motivation, and (c) the training methodologies
used.

Key Words: Structural Linguistic intervention, Verbal Behavior intervention, language use,
Autism Spectrum Disorder
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