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The differences between the drug abusers from street children and non
drug abusers from orphans in the efficacy of cognitive performance on
working memory and attention tests

Karima A. Alsaid Mohammed N. Al-Sabwa
AbouAlazem hospital for psychological Dept.Psychology
health and addication Cairo university
Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the differences between the drug abusers
from street children and non drug abusers from orphans in the efficacy of cognitive
performance on working memory and attention tests. as it clear from the efficacy of
high focus attention compared with the low focus attention from the drugs abuser
(street children) and non drug abuser (orphans) in the Egyptian society . the research
used one of the methodological design "studying of cases versus control group " in
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the light of " the comparative relational descriptive approach " . a pilot study was
conducted to verify the efficiency of the prepared psychometric study tools, on a
sample of (70) child divided into four groups: a males from street children (19) boy ,
a females from street children (15)girl, a males from orphan children (18)boy , a
females from orphan children (18) girl . the sample of the study included (196) from
street children ( 100 males , and 96 females ) ,(195) from orphans (95 males , and
100 females ) ,the participants between the age of 8 to 12 years. A working memory
battery with its four components and attention battery were administered . findings
indicated there were differences between the high focus attention and the low focus
attention from street children and orphans ,finally the two way analysis show that
there were an effect for interaction between the drugs abuse and gender (males and
females) in the performance of working memory and attention tests .Results have
been discussed and interpreted according to a wide range of working memory and
attention models and theories.
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